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S CAN 576. The following is a list of the new vessels built and
registered in each provinee in 1887 :—

Number. Tonnage,

New Brunswick ..cuiii s ssmntneesmeneeserens 18 2,909
NOTB SC0LA..iavamenntrirsen tearnsssres rrrres vasass spanes a7 12,210
QUEBEC . it s cersseeb s ass crnenn o vernnt 28 2,888
DDLATIO tiins ovisrersss esnsterasrt nesns sarese vasas apanne 66 2,943
Prinee Edward [gland. ..o coins cnverceriesssanns 7 601
British Columbin ..o imimreie s cesar 9 376
Manitoba vt s erniees st et e s sens 8 439

Total.eiiirier e cvriiieis ceereiee 238 32516

This was a decrease of 6 in number and of 9,691 in
tonnage as compared with the preceding year. Assuming
the value of the new vessels to be $45 a ton, the total value
would be $1,013,220, ‘

Dogrease  577. Now that wood has been so completely superseded
o ood: by iron and steel in the construction of ships, the demand
for wooden ships is rapidly decreasing, and the decline in
this industry has been very marked in consequence, and as
far as can be seen, nothing can happen to revive it Itis
not correct, therefore, as in some cases has been done, to
attribute this decline in Canada to the policy of the Gov-
ernment, for it has been brought about hy canses entirely
outside the control of this or any other Government, and it
is equally impossible that it can be revived by any Gov-
ernmental action. Such questions as these are, at the
present time, in the hands of scientific men, and it may be
that iron and steel will yet be equally superseded by some

other material.
Remerks 578 Mr. Coghlan remarks to the same effect respecting
blan.  thig industry in New South Wales: “The general tendency
“{o sapplant sailing vessels by steam, and the substitu-
“tion of iron for wood for the frames and hulls of vessels,



